Nam Chau: MY MOTHER S CAWP
(Artist Statenent)

vietnam - c’ est fini

My nother grew up in a refugee
canp in Southern France. She
never told ne anything about it.
| al so never asked. | know next
to nothing about it.

My not her was three years old
when she emigrated with her
famly fromVietnamto France.
There she lived with her nother
and her grandnot her and her
seven siblings in the refugee
canp. My nother never told ne
anyt hi ng about her chil dhood in
t he canp.

My grandnot her never told ny

not her anyt hi ng about Vi et nam
“"Vietnamc’ est fini." She was 12
years ol d when the Vietnam War
began and when it ended she was
22 years old. My nother’s nother
and grandnot her often |istened
quietly to the radio, when it
sai d sonet hi ng about the war in
Vietnam During all that tine,
they didn't speak with my nother
about the war one single tine.
My Mother told ne that she was
never allowed to ask about

Vi et nam and t he war.

what | know

I have never visited the canp
where ny nother grew up. A

that | have is a few stories ny
not her had told ne and sone
phot ographs fromthe internet.
There are no fam |y phot ographs
fromthe canp. Either no photos
were taken or they were all
thrown away. There is Super-8
filmshow ng the famly wal ki ng
t hrough t he vineyards.

t he project
| took sone black and white
photos fromthe web, which were

taken at the time nmy famly
lived there. | painted them
Thi s had somret hi ng forbi dden
about it. It was as if | were
not allowed to show it or
reveal the image. This is
perhaps why | blurred the

pai ntings all over again. One
of the first paintings I
called: ,This is not ny
famly. "

t he thene

There are the first group of
pai nti ngs of the canp (ny

i magi nati on about what one
shoul d not tal k about). There
are no pictures of the war (ny
nmot her’ s i magi nati on about what
one is not allowed to talk
about . ).

There is a dual “wall”. MW

not her never told ne about her
chi | dhood and her nother and

gr andnot her never told her
about Vi et nam and neit her about
the war. My not her al ways says:
, Pourquoi je garderais un
souvenir de quel que chose que

j € ne veux pas savoir?" (“Wy
should | keep a nenory of
sonething that I don't want to
know?”)

doubt s

The paintings are very
inmportant to nme and | doubt
sonetinmes if | had enough
experience to paint them What
do I know of all these things?
As much as not hi ng! Can

pai nt, what | can not inmgi ne?
s the painting able to say
sonmething that | do not want to
know? Are ny hands able to
paint what | can’t renenber?
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